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Til IE SITUATION." .*
We bave again toe repjrt, this time apparently relia.

Mo. of me near approach of General Sherman to the city
cl S van oak. The transport steaiusliip General Iron,
which arrived at Fortress Monro*) n itu exchanged t'nion
¦(.Idlers on Sunday evening, buviug left tbe Savannah
river on last Friday, brings tbe announcement tbai at tbe
time o: her depirture tbe advance Union cavalry wore

within six mile? of Savannah. Creat efl'orts were being
made by the rebels for tbo purpose of holding tbe city;
tout, a- their force was small, and portions of (be de¬
fences very weak, it was not thought that any serious op¬
position to Sherman could be maiaUined. 11:6 occupation
of Milieu, about seventy miles from Savannah, and the
scouting of his cavalry several miles cut from that lowa,
were among tbo current cicitlmr Items in tbe tatter
plaoe regarding bis progress when tbe General Lyon
silled from tbe Savannah river; and Rioliia nd papers
tdmit bis occupation of Millen. Young boys of thirteen,
»nJ even woman, arc said to have been pressed into
.orvice for labor Id tbe tranches by tbe rebel officers
la Georgia. From oar files of rebel newspaperF
we h»w much of interest and Importance re¬

gard tog Sherman'e march. Is the fight at Ban¬
deravllle on the 36ih uH. It to claimed that h» cavalry*
were badly defeated by Wheeler; but tbe rebel editors
were Mill puzzled to knew whether he meant to strike

Charleston, Savannah or Beaufort, or }oin General
Grant In (rent or Richmond. They acknowledge
that be has met with rery little resistance.
lOeneral Bragg communicatee to the rebel War De-
Ctment a despatch announcing the defeat by the

es neder bis commend, on Thursday last, at

Orahamartlie, South flhrolliia, of the Union force *e t

nut from Hilton Head by Geeoral Foster ta cooperate
with General Sherman Tbe Ricbmoed papers say ttiat

poster's men were 'drives lire miles," but <'ia what

direction" tboy are unable to lolL Most lUeiy it was the

rery direction they desireJ to take, with tbe rebels lo

their front. GrabamsviUe Is on the rsllroad run a log
from Charleston to Mavanoab, seventy milra from tbe

former aod thirty-four irom the latter place.
No general engagement bu yet taken piice in front of

Hafbviile between Ibe artLic* nnder General Thomas

fend flood. Our despatch** etaw thai Nashville and the

¦urroondrag country for mi'ea have been converted by
the Union force* la to huge fortifi atioue of aim it Im

pregnable atreogth, and all apprabenaions for the aafety
of NaAvUic, Mnrfreesboro, C attaoooga and Bridgeport
feutve paued away. Genera! b anley, who waa wounded

V the battle of Franklin, saya that the magnitude asd

'Importance of the Union vtctury on that occa«ian have

not been In the slightest degree exaggerated by
t ie published report*. The Fourth and Twenty-third
corps, under command or General ^choSeM, comprised
ahe principal troop* of tbe national army whu achieved

ihia grand auooean. General fetaa'ey atuei fut tbe mui-

Are delivered hy our s*«u waa for an hour < f the

fee sver witneestd. b« idee ibis

ot artillery were pleylrig on the

I, having pen eel aw*' p of tin i i. > our rrbel

Vrlgadier general*, In addition to Ui .** whose tame*

have already been given, are reported to bare b*<n

Jktlleg In the bottle, and It n laid that General Cheatham
' )o*t every brigade commander in hi* cor;*.

The f nice t.eneral Purtndge ha* advanced with hi*

poamand from CuulierUad Gap 10 Boan nation, Inet

9onnc*eee, and gives the rrbel General Brccktorklgr a

Chance to engago him le halt!*. but the latter teem* u

txave no dlapocttlon to make farther experiment of that

£lad at preMnt, ard has fallen hack toward* Western \ lr-

'giaia It i* expected that General Stoseman will acrele¬

geto (Veek Inridge's retreat.

Oar deopatchM rrm IB front of the rebel capita I

report oo Hf Military mtiiwU of Importanoe.

p* rebela cootlnaod tbelr artillery Ira oa tba Dutch

'Oaf oaoai oa Saturday laat. bat It waa not of ao hoary
. charaotor aa daring tae precodlng daya. Tha French

tnrar frigate Adania la bow lyiog la ifea Jubm rlrer,
.nd bar oflWr* have made rtaita ta ua armlaa, aad

iraealTOd the oioal ooarteaea. Tbay oxpraaa amtae-

¦Mat at the extant ace magDlftconca of the plana apoo
which General Grant caodoou hla operationa The
rabei afltolal aad aewapaper accouote admit all that
tut beaa claimed ®a tbo Co*,a tide of tbo oowplete
.uooeat of Ceaeral «ragg a cavalry raid on tbo

WeMaa Railroad oa Thureday laat. The aerioaa dama«,ni
atom of it to Laati amy axe conceded, tad it ta tkougm*
ta hoar area nor* military loaporlaaoo thaa the immetv-

«te laeaai ruatalaed fey tba rebala la tha dtstructlun of

^roporir and cap'ora at prteoBtfa. Tba Biebmoad

paper. ear thatftbe firing by tha rebala gone aa the notch

Aiap cabal laat week ww merely far axparteaotai jwac.
dice, to ascertain what damage they oaa inflict oa the

Monitor* if they alien,pt to para tbroogh It It la Mid
that Uraut'a man la front of Petaribnrg art preparing
their wiotar quartern.
Some important ruaafi. tare rocrntly been made in

llhe eobordiuate coirmarde loclndod In the grand Weil

jfehrtteaipp. Military D.riaioa, under General Caoby.
^icoug theae are tba aa- gatneat of Centra) Dana, lately
pammaodlng at Virktburg, to the tupen Irion ot the dit

prtet embraoM in *e«t Ttaoeaaee and tbe entire -lata of

CaUa'PK ondtc tha dmigBattoo of tha Department of

mmMkJ* M.*1 # town* ton*

Um oMwud or Ihe InwU trmj earpe, la Artaa

w, to special doty at New Orleans, to be

suoo'ded by General J. J. Revaotda, ul the return of
Gaueral Bankt to tUe bead of tbe Department or (ha
Gulf, with his headquarters at New Orleans, la military
aS'airs General Banks will act la subordination to (laaeral

Canby; but in bis civil administration ho will be respoo
eible directly to the government.
We publish this morning the official documents relative

ta tbe recent importaat seizures an the Tact He Ocean,
on the Colombian coast, by oar naval forces, of tbe rebel
oirutea who had planned the capture of tbe steamer

Salvador, running between Panama aud Central American

ports. The interest lag details of this affair were givea at

length In yesterday's Heiuu', in tbe despatches of our

Panama correspondent, lu advance of the official ac ount"

Sevan hundred and llfty additional exchanged Ualoa
soldiers arrived at Fortress Von t oe on Sunday eveolag
from Snvaatab, on board the steamship General I .yon
Richmond newspapers of Saturday last contain accounts

of the recent rebel raids 00 the Baltimore and Ohio Rail¬

road. General Rosgcr Is said to have been In command,
and It is stated that be captured at New Creeic and

Piedmont eight hundred prisoners, eight cannon,

two bandred wagons and ambulances, cljht hun¬

dred small arms, fifteen hundred horses, fifteen

hundred bead of cattle and a great amount of other pro¬

perty. Tbe capture of Cbarlestown, Western Virginia,
bj rebel cavalry, on last Tuesday night, ia also claimed.
A sucressful raid or Kast Tennessee Uai^uisls into West¬
ern North Carolina on the 20tb ult. is reported. Tbe
raiders arc said to bave destroyed or carried oiT conside¬
rable property. The Richmond editors have beard of the
recent rebel attempt to burn down this city, aud tbe

Vnyuirnr alTects to be very jolly over It, and advises
Gei.eru! Dix to hang every Southerner he can find here.

It says that if he does he will do a service to the rebel

cause, ar "tbey are a set of cowardly sneaks, who, hav-

iug deserted their country, are not above burning hotels."
'J he destruction of another Union wagon train by Mofeby,
between Winchester and Martlnsburg, is announced.

CONGRESS.
The second session of the thirty-eighth Congress opened

at ooon yesterday. The President's message was not
sent In, but will be communicated, It la understood, at
one o'clock to-day, tojether with the report of the Sccre

tary of the Treasury.
In the Senate, after the usual j.«oiim',narles, and a

prayer by the rbaplain, a committee was appointed to

iniorm the Bouse that Senators were ready to proceed to
business, whereupon a joint committee was selected to
wait on the President. Tt>e new Senator from Maine,
Mr Nathan A. Farwell, the successor or Mr. Kessenden,
was duly qualified and took his scat. Mr. Sherman, of Ohio,
introduced a bill providing for the construction of six
steam revenue cutter* for service on tbo Northern lakes.
Whether our treaty with Great Britain, which limits the
naval force on tb»f« inland seas, will interfere with the
project, remains to be determined. At all events, there ap-
pears to be a disposition to plaoc the Northern'frontiers in
a proier state of defence for any contingency. Mr. lane,
of Kansas, introduced a bill providing for the payment
o:' the militia of that State, who were called out to repel
the invasion of the rebels under General Price. After a

session of an hour and a half the Senate, without trans¬
acting any other business, adjourned. The nomination
of Mr. Speed, or Kentucky, as Attorney General, was sent
to the Senate yesterday. Mr. Speed will enter upon the
duties of the office as soon as his nomination is confirmed.
In the House of Representatives. Mr. Dwigbl Town

send, the successor of Mr. Stebblns, of New York, and
Mr. Poston, the delegate from Arizona, were sworn In
and to ik their seats, the credentials ot tho LouUlaaa
delegation were presented by the Speaker, and roferred
to the Committee on Elections. The admission or rejec
lion of these representatives involves the question ot the
endorsement or repudiation of the Preeideni's policy of
reorganising rebellious States, and when the subject comes
up an important discussion will nndoubtedly ensue. Mr.
Pavla, of Maryland, offered a resolution instructing
the Ways and Means Commits '»¦»¦»¦-««--

mew amending the constitution by annulling the
section which deciaros that no tax or duty snail be la d
oo article* exported from any State. Mr. Cox, of Ohio,
offered a resolution instructing toe tame oommitte: to

inquire into the expediency of reducing the tarlir upon

coCee, sugar, tea and similar articles, either by the pay-
meat of all customs In the paper cutrency of tne govern
racot instead of goM, or by tka m.>dlflcatiou of the tariff
S3 that an ad valorem and not a specific duty be 1*11

apon said articles. This was laid oo the table by a vote

of sixty-three against forty-ntoe. Oo motion or Mr. Mor¬
rill it was resolved that the Committee of Ways ard
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of

providing a sinking fund at an early day for toe gradual
extinguishment or the national debt. Mr. Wmhtnirne. o?

Illinois,Qifbied a reioiutlun oommlttlng the Rouse to the

jisllcy of taxing stocks of dom«"*tlc liquors oo hand, which
was agreed to l>y a vole of fifty throe against fcty one.

The House tben adjourned.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEW5.

lb* stieauiahlp II.m-a, which left Southampton on the

2M of November, in duo at this port to day. The Rnn«:i

brings luroj* in nt-wi iLree (1a>a later than the advices

of tho China.
All aooonnts troro Mexico, even tbo*e furnished by par

tlgai.sof Maximilian, represent tbo roodltlou of the new

empire In a vory uafavorable lisbt, In regard to both l.s

internal administrative ]>rov'su<ttofr« and its tmoocial pros¬
pects. Anarchy and outlawry prevail In a larye portion
of the country, and coney la moat urgently needed 10

carry on the war acainvt ttio republican* ; but on guccevti-

ful plan for its acq-nrexent has yet been devued. Ar

ranvei.ients have beeu perfected In Ne* Orleans for a

renewal between that port and Mexican cltilt <f

regular sloarmhip coamutilaatlon, which cur war baa
at-rlo Ely interrupted daring the part four years, and it :a

articli'tteU that freat advantages to the mercantile oom-

mutiny will accrue from the enterprise.
We have files of lbs Opinion Ma't-nol", Lt Honour

IJcxlim and the Heme </u Cooimcrct, all Ilayhn j lurnais,
wltb dates mciuaivo to tfto 19th of November. The o Is
intic If aoy tiling of lotereat In these peporT, cxccpt to

h« 1 realcrs. lbe pimian Is oiatcl by the news of Mr.
MuColn's re election to tbe 7'reai lency o' the I nited

Spates, and nates that several cities sod towns bad been

Illuminated in booor ©: tbe event. The lad its of the new

I'roU'fisnt Kpiscopal MIdskB, lately esta til Ikbed la tbe

city of Port au i*rln<«, announce tbe'r intention to bold a

bv7sar for tbe bereft of tbe cborch during tbe t bristmas

holidays, and appeal to tbe wbole commuoity to aid then.

CmtrtbutiOTM to a large extent bad already beea made,
ana valuable ones were expected Oom tbs T'nlted states

aa<) England. Pone beautiful articles for tbe same pur-
i cue btd arrived from Ireland In commercial Biturs

there l« nothing to report.
The election of now member* or tb* Board* of Ald*r.

men ud Coaocllmon and of school officer* take* piece to

ibt« city to day For tbe Hoard oI Aldermen member*

t* reproerot tbe district* bearing the odd number* only
will be voted for. Tbe eluttlon will probably ca >** but

lltUs excitement, tba citizens generally not maailaaliag
nay craat inter*at In tb* affair.
tailed slate* officer* la this oily and tba d*tectivas of

lb* Hetrcpolllaa Police ar* Mill proeeciliag tb*lr opera
lions, !¦ *c*>rdaoc* wltb tbe order* a/ <ien*rals Dtx and

Park, tiw U* arrant *f all | arsons suspected of Impllcatxm
In tbe reeaot inoeadlary plot, and to aosspnl compile*r*
wltb tb* direction* for n raglatrattoc,M tbe beadquertera
m Rtneeker *reet, of all teatborner* new renldlog In tila
city and Br«*ly* About mt« bandred naa*en Inte
been regtotered op la tba pr*eeat time, and a sharp w«Uh
to Kept on all Iboa* trying to evade tbe erder, dally arrsals
of tbem belag mada. Genera) Peck recently directed tba
police la arrwt *ti inspected men wbo ware stopplag at
bench's Hotel but lbey bad made their aaoape bafnrs
lb* efto*r* appeared Tba aalliag of lb* *ta*n*nblp rer-
atoa y**t*rd*j, rr<m Ihl* port, boat* far Nsrsaa, was
f*r *otn* time interfered wltb by o«cers from Iba (lulled
mat** Marshal'* offtee, amine nadar tbe orders from
General THx. ttwai understood that **\*ral .u*pect*d
parsed*. violator* of parol*, Snnibcrn sympathisers sad
partmm under lbs curveilieac* of tbe police, a* connected
wltb tb* late exuoifv* incendiary attempt* In tbi* city,
were taking rr*u«h leave by tbe Corsica, and direction*
were given fee tbe eiamlnnilnn *r tbe pa**cn|*rs. It
w I thought lLat a son of General Tfoamegard wa*

among them; but if this wta really so b* soccerd«d In
maintaining bl* diaguia* so that not sv«n the dalecllve*

con Id lied him out. A good d*a) of excitement pr*«ail*4
while the officer* ware *a board; but no arrcei* were

(na>l*, the p***eng*r* all proving tbo legitimacy ef Ueir

drparture, with tbe eiceptlea of one person. wbe,
aiMUAPiuig u>«m*i4 ut a boat, was smwviei vii cat-

tared. Rem ukMWW General Us, ted watWH
la the Tnmtw, to await cunlDttlN (feta mornHi..
lb* Uo«r ¦' of Supervisor* mot yeaterday .IUr»ooo, but

were chiefly e*ftg«d In OHlni TimitiN ia the cft«M of
e»av*asers of elociioo No buiioeea of public latacest
cam* up.

Vba Beird of Aldermea were unable to waiter a

quoram yot>t«rd*y. Consequently public buatneas «u
ItimkM
At tbe calimf of tbe roll In tbe chamber of the Be*rd

of rouocilinen yesterday at tbe hour lor aaaatlng. It waa
lound that a quorum wm not preaant, ao 1 aa adfMrn-
meet till Thursday was ordered.

In the suit airaiost M»J r General Butter for aliened
lre«pM«, where tbe defendant'* c -unnel moved to bare
tbe miller sent to a Coiled States Court fur trial, Judge
Cardoso denied tbe motion yesterday, oa tbe (round that
tbe net of 1784 did not apply where both partita-the
elalutlT and tbe d >fendaat. were noa-raildeoti Tae
cause will ihera.'ora hare to be tried la the Court ol
Common Plea*.

Iu ibe United States Commissioner's Court N ibis city,
ye»terday, Coa«ml«sioner Upborne committed Ilermaa
K*rkin, charged with assaulting tbe Deputy Collector of
bis d.strict, white in tbe act of levy In); lor tbe rerenue
tax apoa bU stock In trade.liquors and grocery, nail
was tiied at Ave hundred dollars; but,aa It was aot forth-
coming, Kiukm was looked up.
Krast (ioldenfaass, alicu I.ouis Oeraud, the German ar¬

rested at nttstown, Rensselaer county, New Yorlc. oa
charge of exten-tve forgeries, aa noticed to yeater<l»y'a
Herald, wm \osterd«v under examlnaUoa before United
Stutes Commissioner White, la this city. Ia oooaequeoca
of tbe coustrainsd absence of counsel, the ease stands
over till Thursday of this week. The accused was arroated
ou application of tbe Coosul General of Prussia.

Id tbe United St »te9 Circuit Court, before Judge Ne'gin,
the Gr.'tnd Jury ycRtenlay found true bills Id tbe follow¬
ing case :.The United Slates against John Farreil,
charged with enticing a seaman to desert; against Wil¬
liam Osborne, chargod with stealing a letter from tba
post office; against Jacob Myers, charged with pur¬
chasing soldier's clothiuc; aealnU Isaac Henderson,
late JC.ivy Agent in tbis city, for alleged mtlvemil ia
in oilice, In fraudulently dlsbursnjc certain moneys,
the projierty or tbe United BUtes; against David
Asbcruft. charged with larceny at tbe Rrooklyn Navy
Yard; against John Ruzzue, charged with uttering c^ua
terleit fractional notes, and against Caspar Ii. Hallen
beck, on tbe allegation of making false claim agalntt the
government. Iu the case of Isaac neuderson, lately tbe
Navy Attentat thh port, and part proprietor or the Keen,
ing Post. whose case occupied so mucQ public attention
.¦'me time ago, bo befog char.-ed with defrauding the
Unitod States of certain meneys, Improperly drawn from
ore Joseph L. Savage, a government nary cooiractor.
The sum involved in the alleged malversation amounts
to $123. SCO 63 This case will be tried before Judge Ship-
man in a few days.
The December term of the General Session* was com

meaced yesterday, when the Grand Jury were em
paoelled aud charged by Recorder Hodman. His Honor
alluded to tho rapid Increase of crime in New York, and
coiled attention to the recent incendiary attempts to
destroy tbls city, promising that if indictments were
found against the parlies speedy justico would be ad-
ministered to them.
Surrogate Tucker yesterAy resumed the trial of the

Lawrence will case. The question belDg as to the mar¬
riage of Abraham R. Lawrence, a sister of the alleged
wife was examined acd cross-examined at great length,
as to the terms upon which tho parties lived. The ex¬
amination will be resumed on Wednesday, and the trial
oontinued from day to day till terminated. Id the mat¬
ter of Hugo Wotienlcamp's estate, the Surrogate has
directed the talcing of further evidence as to the alleged
marriage with the lady claiming on his widow.
The sentence of John B. Holmes for the killing of police¬

man Gourley, which wss to have been pronounced yester¬
day in the Court of Oyer and Terminer, was postponed
nntll Friday, at tbe request or the defendant.
The Grand .Jury la the Court of Oyer and Terminer were

discharged yesterday until tbe 19th Inst., In consequence
ef tbe Grand Jury being in session la the Court of Gene¬
ral Sessions.
A man named John Stevens eras yesterday committed

oo suspicion or having, on last Thursday night, set Ore te
the stables cf Mr. James E. Klrby, In Rlrltigioo street.
Vive young men, named John MoGutre, John Doreey,

Robert Johnson, Peter Roeney and John Gannon, were
yesterday committed to the 'rembs, in default of fifteen
hundred dollars ball each, on the complaint
manner and robbed him of a gold watch j^in, aa
Sunday night. In . drinking house In B«V.£**UlA*nae,
near Twenty-eighth street. ^ /

An Inquest wm fMicrdir bald at tbe New S"ork Hos¬
pital on lb* body of Timothy Sulllvao, wboae death via

lb* result or lajarlaa received about a week ago by being
¦truck oo tha head by a derrick crank, while at work at
tbe r ot of Kulton street.
A bnrtondsr named William Leabey was yesterday

arrested, charged wlib inflicting, with a pistol, a wosnd
In lbe tbigb of Samuel Howard,during a quarrel between
the two at tba corner or Oliver and Oak streets.
A lad named John Dempsey, seventeen years old, was

yesterday e mmitteed to tbe tombs, la default <A one

ibonraod dollars bail, obargsd wltb bating stabbed
Gustavus Whits in tbe breast.
A circular has been issued by tbe rsvieus cigar and

tobacco manuiacturers' associations of ibis etty, calling
attention to a convention wblcb.ta to be bald at tbe
Cooper lnrtituteon Wednesday evening, lor tbe parp'fe
or pe titionintr tbe government to strike off tba tssoa al'
manufactured tobacco. Ibe circular bears tba s.gnsture-
ot a majority of the leading manufacturers of New fork,
and delegations from similar association* in other Mates
are expected to be present aud participate In tba oonveo-

tion.
H e cive tbla morning tbe despitch of our Minister is

Kio Janeiro, Mr. Jamit. Watson Wenb. to tba Ltrai han

povpicmsfit regarding tbe seixure. m Bibia 13af by
tlie United States steamer Wacbusett, of tbe rebel prl
rateer 1 iorida. Mr. Webb azures tbe authorities of
Brazil Ibn mple explacation of tbe affair will be made
by tbe administration at Washington.
A brutal prise fl^bt of ninety four rounds took place oc

last Sunday alternoon, at l'.ed Hook Foiat, South Hr ok-
ijn. bet*i-en two men named MrGratb and Clare. Tbe
former *as d. i lar d tha viclor, having knocked tbe lat¬
ter down ovor ninety times, but Clara Is aaldt>t>re
nmaiocd plucky to the and of tba cdhtest. Tbe a'air
wuk terminated without any poiloe Interference.
James In.ns, a ptl7e lighter, was yesterday crested

and required to give one thousand dollars ball to keep the
peace lor twelve months, at toe instance of Mrs. Mary
I'w.ver, of Hrookiyn, wbo alleges tbat be mediated le
ing tb a rflaie lor Pcinsylvania, to engage in a tight w ih
ber *on.
Tbe lulled States Supreme Court met at Waitiingun

yes:erday, bat, lor lack of a quorum adjourned witboi l
transacting any business It is announced that Judje
Hw.iyue, of Ohio, will be promoted to be Chief Justice.
A oorener's inquest was held yesterday In Itorgrn,

New Jersey, over ibo body of an Infant, suppcred to U e
been murdered, found lylDg to a vacant lot, wltb i*
br.iiaa beaten out
The tsclttmwl (till continued la Philadelphia Is re'e

inii to the ailoced friud* and robbertee by employee nf
the rcavy Yard ta tbat elty. Thenxtrltii and property
recovered ao far, aad ebarged to baj^haee »k»«a, art
worth about tfty thousand dollar*. ^Pbumher of audi-
t tonal arraata of persona enppoeed to ba Implicated vera
laada yesterday, tba prisoners being aeot to Jtaeblagtoa.
Tba ** France, la remark lag aa Lord Palmare-

tool speech at tba Lord Metor'* dlaner la load**,
aeys ..We Boat obeerve tbat tba telegraphic despatch
aaat round gave aa Incorrect Idaa af tba words spakra
by hta lordship, wbe la nude by It t» aay tbat ba U4
reaa. la bopa that tba American war would shortly be
broagbt la aa aad, whereas bla losdablp conftaed htmae r
ta eipreeelag a wteb ta favor or a speedy aaelloaties,
without giv lag It ta ba understood la aay tray tbat be
bad a bopa of aaoa aaatag baailhtlaa ceaas.

Advicaa froaa Heaotata, Saodwleh lalaada, la Novaa.
bar 10, report tbat forty bve wballag reeaela bad arrival
Ibare op to that ttM; bat tba geaeral reault of tba see
eon's erniatag vaa not aa fhvorabte aa tbat af la*N*ear

Ososldorahte eiclteaeot bad boao ocaaataMd la the r*i,
gtoua aad tamperanss communities af tba leldnda by be
Legislature paeeiag aa aa* lloeaatag dletilleitea.
Tba atack market waa doll and heavy yesterdiy. Gotd

waa quiet, aad, alter opaatag at WT, oloeed at 2M;<.
Government aeouritiee aleoad ateady.

Hulneea waa tba Boat noticeable feature la commercial
cimlee yeaterday, trade la meat artkiee being et a Mud
In imported good* Dotbtag of eonsequeace w»* done,
ex ept In a law Inntuoe', while dotnaetie produce wis

doll and heavy and tn some caaea lower. Cotton,
petroleum, be., ware qnlet and nearly nomtnsl. On
( hanga lha floar narket wan dull and drooping, km
some deecriptiona oaollned be. a 10a. Wbaal «u tleo
dall and decltalng. thongh prtoes were without decldsd
change- Cora waa Inactive and beery, while net* were
In Improved demand aad flrotfr. 'I he pork market
opened Irner, with a good demand, but cljetd dull end
heavy. bear wea quiet, hut without c.lang* in »alue,
while lard wea ete»dy and Brat whisky waa liriaer
lit more active, while frtUM* aaMlb«t notel.

The Cr»fr«M ot m Y*«r.Will (lit
tratutal ICwd ik« Wart

As tbe year comes around, aud «« are able
to draw the distinct line bet we®a where our
armies are now a id wlerr they were last
December, the obvious progress tnat has been
made under tie Lieutenant General furnishes
tbe most triumphant answer to the copper¬
heads who disparage all our efforts, and ask
with their sinister sneer, what has General
Grant done? Last year, by the battle of Ghan-
cellorsville, Army of the Potomac was

pushed out Of lveo's way. Lee advanced into
Pennsylvania, and was in turn beatcu at Gettys¬
burg, but was suffered to eeoape, and the
Army ot the Potomac followed him to a point
only ao Jar south ua It bad lain when it first
moved in May.and there it wintered, as if it
were a veteran bird of passage. This year it
has not been pushed oat of any one's way, but
has followed Leo steadily to the James, and
will wlater on tLat river. Hitherto tbe armies
have passed tbe winter half way betweea the
two capitals.or otherwise on our side of tbe
line. Now for the first time our army lies per¬
manently before the rebel capital. Always
until now the Shenandoah valley has been a

piece of rebel property. Now it is ours. In
the West our progress bad been hotter; but
even there we held only Chattanooga, and a

large rebel army kept its foothold in East
Tennessee. In East Tennessee there is now

nominally a rebel force.just enough to swear
by.while our forces have been pushed for¬
ward from Chattanooga to Atlanta, Macon,
IJilledgeville, Augusta, and to the very gates
of Savaunah. That is to say we have taken all
that the rebel army was placed to protect. It is
of little importance that Hood is in Tennessee.
Hood's presence there is very aptly de¬
scribed by oae of the Richmond papers. He is
on "a skylarking expedition/' and the further
he goes north with it the better. Indeed, if ho
marches his army right on until be gets to John¬
son's .Island he will save our government the
transportation of his men, and that is all he
can do.
Grant and Sherman have thus done more in

one year than ah our other generals together
did in three, and now, as the year closes, they
present to us a military situation full of pro¬
mise. It will be a very bad u<e lor our govern¬
ment to make of this situation if it shall sit
down and be satisfied with it. It ia one that
should stimulate to greater effort. It 6hows us
that now affairs aro in such a condition that
every blow will tell. Therctore give every blow
that we have the means to. It is the last ounoe
that turns the balance, and n<nv is the time for
the last ouace. Out with it.pile it on and let
the rebellion kick tie beam and be done with.
Let us r.ot enter up in another year with any
doubt as to whether the war will be over when
that year closes. Wo have the means to end
the war, and the government will be recreant
to its trust if it hesitates in the use of any ne¬

cessary means. If our armies are not now

twice as strong as the rebel armies are, make
them so. And if twice as strong will not do it,
make them as much stronger still as is neces¬

sary. Carte biauo'ie as to means has been-
given to the government. All that the people
require is, that tbe administration shall put
down the rebellion and give (ho country peace.
Shall it be done or shall four years more be

Che administration must now

give a prao tical answer.

Ovk Municipal Elkc-how..Very little public
interest is manifested in our city elections
which comc. off to-day. The contest is a squab¬
ble of the political factions concerned for the
Corporation spoils; nod, with some exceptions,
tbe Aldermanic and Councilmanic candidates
are about as shabby a set a? ever emanated
from tbe grogshop primaries. Tbe time bss
not yet come for city reform, and will net come
until the taxpayers concerned tako hold in good
season, and move together from a new base of
operations. It ih probable that between tbe
Albany republican lobby, the Albany Regency
and tbe conflicting democratic cliques of this
city, all intent upon our Corporation spoils and
plunder, this community for tbe next year may
be fleeced so outrageously as to bring about a

wlioKsome popular reorganization of things.
But the leign of corruption uud roguery must
run its career before the reign of reform can

be expected. We must wait >et a little longer,
and submit to more extortions and squander¬
ings of the public money and property before
we cajj hail the "good time coming." "What,
is everybody's bnsiness is sobody's business''
till all are trfade to suffer beyond further en-

duran ce.

McClku.an's Fktknos Ik Giuif..We per¬
ceive tlmt MrClellitn'g friends Barlow, the
broker, an 1'Jelmont, the banker, are in terri¬
ble grief over the misfortune which bofel their
candidate at tbe late election. If we can

judge from the bowlings of their organs.the
World and News. tbey do not seem to under¬
stand what struck them into nonentity upon
that occan on. The (act is that tbe men were

incompetent to perform the great work tbey
undertook to do, and we told tbem so two
years ago. The best thing that Barlow and
Buimont could do, new that they have failed in
politic*, would be to attend to their legitimate
business.one regulating railroads, the other
regulating exchange. As for their abuse of tbe
Hkiulo or of ourselves personally, that is only
laughable. It cannot mend the matter. Tbey
were unfit for tbe work tbey engaged la, and
tbey very naturally broke down. Aa for their
organs.tbe World and Nevts. and their dismal
howlla gs, their career in marked. Tbey are

like two pig* swimming acroee tbe Mississippi
and cutting tbeir own throats in tbe effort.

A Jr*T Sentence..Tfce pnbllc generally arc

not vindictive in their demand* upon the ad¬
ministration of public justice. They do aot
require that nndue or even rerj severe punish¬
ment should bo lalliotod upoa malefactors.
Indeed, if they err at all in this way, It le oa the
side of mercy; but we tblak that there are flew
la this community who do not commend the
couras of Judfe ilaseel in the ciee of Jleanee-
»es, whom he sentenced to Imprisonment for
tweoty years and six months on Friday last.
The prisoner belongs to the most dangerous
class or men In the city..far more dangerous
than the professional thief or burglar, against
*bom we may be more or loss on our guard.
[The rowdy, with his recklessness of human

lire, his natural prooenees to crime, ils habitual
aptitude for violence, which he is always pre-
I irid to carry oul by wearing deadly weapons
on Ma person, Is the enemy to the peace and

¦>fr?y of a large community most to be feared.
0 this claM was tho man condomned to almost
« lifetime of Imprisonment by the City J'idge.
1-e crime of which fee »ai confided WM

highway robbery, attended bjr vio'ant a-»d cruel
a^sauH; but it might hare been murder had tue
htuid wbic'i held the revolver been * I'ttle more
nerved. The intent was tue earn*. Mr. Aicott'e
lie was -uv'd on)/ by the uccidtMt uf his an

saiiant'e uncertain alui. Judge Unreel inetcd
out the f iin'sbuieiit in consonance wiih these
fuote, und at the same time lie gave timely
notice that in every case of robbery broug it
be'ore hiin, where deidly weapon* were used
or carried by the offender, he would deal out
the extreme measure of the law. lu this under¬
taking he will be aualained by the pablic.

Operatic Betita-Tn« Imprtiikrta
.¦<1 til* Public.

The present ituoo of Opera has been
very successful. Manager Mareizek has made
plenty of money, and the public buvo been
pretty well satisfied. Generally speaking, the
Aoadftny has been more crowded tana ever,
and, with some few exceptions, the operas have
been admirably sung and excellently placed
upon the stage. The announcement for last
evening, however, was by uo iasans up to the
mark. La Figlia del Rogimente baa bean done
to death in this country, both in Italian and in
Euglish. Its music, long ground out by barrel
organs, we.iries the ear, aad there is nothing in
its scenery and costumes to delight the eye.
UodiSr these circumstances this opera can mic-

aeodrouly when groat artists are included in
the cast Were Madame Zucohi less splendidly
tragic in her style and presence* or were little
Patti here to charm us with her exquisite
vocalization and delicious coquetry, the furor
to hear La Figlia del Regiaieuto would bs
immense. But Zucchi will not sing the role of
Marie, and we have not a Patti ainon^ us; so

that the refusal of Massimiliani to appear as

Tonio leaves the present cast anytliiug but
strong, either in a musical or a popular point
of view.
The irrepressible Fnuat, which is almost as

troublesome as the irrepressible negro, will be
repeated in Brooklyn this week, ai J will pro¬
bably be forced upou the Now York public at
a matinee. The Brooklyn people would
greatly prefer La Traviata. Indeed, if that
opera could bo revived iu a style of Parisian
splendor, with gorgeous scenery aod magnifi¬
cent spectacular effects, we know of few works
which would be more popular. La Traviata is
certainly familiar to the public; but it has
always been produced here in a mean maimer,
and it has not been well sung, in a very long
while. Faust, on the other hand, is too con¬

stantly upon Maretzek's bills. Faust, and
more Faust, and always Faust, is his pro¬
gramme. . Faust is a very good thing, but we

have bad too much of it People tire of the
best jokes when too eften reiterated, and it is
quite natural that they should tire of Faust.
Au impresario, like a professional humorist,
ought to comprehend the fact that variety is
the spice of life. President Lincoln under¬
stands this, and varies bin Cabinet. Artemua
Ward understands it, and varies his lecture.
Artemus Ward Beecher understands it, and
varies bis sermons. Why cannot Marstzek un¬

derstand it, and vary hit Faust? Too much
Faust, too much Don Giovanni, and now too
much of the stale Figlia del Regimento, com¬
bine to invite the patrons of the Opera to stay
away. These operas will thin the houses as

decidedly as the incendiary consniracv
.«,ue noteis aim (he theatres. Artistically con¬
sidered, Faust is not cast so well this season at
the Academy as it was last. The tenor aud the
basso, who contributed so greatly to Its suc¬
cess, have left us. Perhaps it is bej^er sang
now by Grau's travelling freupe," who Save
made it quite familiar in the provinces. The
city people have had enough ef it, and the
ceuntry people have heard it In all their little
cities, towns and villages, and do not want to
hear it again, at second hand. For city people
and country people both, Don Sebastian is now
the attraction, and it should be allowed to hare
its run.

Tbe "toujoura penlrfo et F<i<ut" of the Acade¬
my bill of lure is all the more inoxcubablo be¬
cause of the feast of novelty and flow of melody
which Maretzek promised us in hid inaugural
message. Besides Don Sebastian, we were to
have Mireille, and La Forza del Destino, and
tbe eularged and improved Italian version of
Fra Di.ivoio. The fall s^won Is over, the win¬
ter season is passing away, and we have oily
the first course of the promised banquet. Don
Sebaetlao is superbly placed upon the stage
and equally well sung, and it has secured
a genuine and deserved success; but it is only
the first course, after all, and when Marot-
zek tries fo take it away and substitute
such empty dishes as Fault, Don Gio¬
vanni and I.a Figkia d .! Regimen to, every
body frela hungry and objoott. It seems to us
that tbe true managerial policy in such a ease
is to run Don Sebastian until the public get
enough of it, and then bring on Mireille,
La Forza del Destiuo and the other novel
diabes. If Maretzek is not equal to such a pro
grapm<», he has an assured succes« in the re¬
vival of retralla's lone, which is really a

grand opera and will meet with a grand recep¬
tion, and another in La Travlata, which
even in its usual shabby dress is a wonderful
favorite with the Brooklynites. But Maretzek
is Buffering with Faust on tbe brain, and is
afraid of these other operas. He forgets that
he is in New York city, and tries to manage the
Academy like a country store, where they in¬
sist upon selling off all their old stoek before
exhibiting asore than * piece or two of new

goods. That is not the way to make opera per¬
manently profitable In this metropolis. Mana¬
ger Maretzek ahonld be sufficiently shrewd to
offer tbe pnblie so varied and attraotivs a pro¬
gramme that the temptation to go to the Aca¬
demy every night will be Irresistible. Fanst.
Ken Giovanni and La Fiplla del Kegi-
mento tempt people to tiny at borne or to go (
te the theatres, and sooner or later their in¬
fluence will prove damaging te the parse and
the reputation of enr iidpressario.
Moan 8oi.mB*c. Recruiting la going on 1b

thia elty in b very steady and ferorable man¬

ner; bat the federal government ought to sMr
themselvee a good deal morula order to en¬

courage It If they real 1j mean to pot down
the rebellion tbey must go to work vlgoroualy
and flnlah It np at once. It will never do to
drag ont four year* more of wasteful sacrifice
of blood and treasure, draining the land of Ito
best popnlatlon and overburdening the remain¬
der with taxation. The gdternaaent, If they
are In earnest la carryinf ont the plana and
promlaea made before the olectloo and thefe
endorsed by tbo people, ttuit exerciae more

activity both in Slllng op the nrmlea and put¬
ting them to practical ute. Above all things
they should look after the rebel prom of this
city, which la doing nil II can to discourage
(ecru|tlng. U the Mvcruuqrt

ia the intention to etnah oat tbe rebellion, fhaai
it la better that tbey «hould concede tbe inde¬
pendence of tbo South, and bring the natter I*
ap end at once.

TIm Chtralkr Webb la all HI# Diplm-
mat to ttltrjr.

We iwibliah In another column thla morning
a diplomatic letter from tbe Chevalier WeMt
envoy extraordinary and minister pleafpotae*
tiary of the United States to tbe Brazilian
Minister of Foreign Affairs. Of course tbo
letter is about the seizure of the pirate Florida
by the Waobusett Several days ago we pre¬
dicted that tbe Chevalier would settle the mat¬
ter in jw»t tbis way, wkhont troubling either
Mr. Seward or Mr. Lincoln. We predicted that
be would square his little accounts wtfh
Palmerston at the same time, and be baa dene
ho. We predicted that be would give Napo¬
leon a sound drubbing, and our prediction baa
been verified. In fact, if the Chevalier's letter
had beea written up from our editorial wa
oould not have come nearer the mark. Tbis
shows conclusively that we thoroughly under¬
stand the mental and moral character and oott-
position of tbo redoubtable Envoy Extraar-

' dinary, and that our appreciation of hint hM
always been eorreet.
The sentimeuts of the Chevalier Webb'a loi¬

ter are very good; but the style in whioh they
are expressed is somewhat unusual, nil
Chevalier sees his opportunity to mak^ himself
uotorious, and bursts through the bondB of
red tape in order to seize upon it before t!
vanishes. He caimpt even wait to be oB-
cially informed of the facts of tbe case, leak
Seward should get ahead of bim and do all tbo
writing. Beginning with a frank acknowledge¬
ment of bis official ignorance, he reads Brazil a
severe lecture for following the lead of Eng¬
land in admitting tho belligerent rights of tho
rebels. This naturally introduces a considera¬
tion of England's position, and enables the
Chevalier to get even with Lord Palmersto^
who once iusulted him upon the floor of Par¬
liament. The Chevalier Webb would not have
missed tbis cbance at Palmerston for flfty-twe
thousand dollars and some odd cents. WhU
be says about England's shim neutrality Is nor

doubtedly true; and the manner in whioh
he whips Napoleon over England's shouldar
also deserves our admiration. Not lew
true is his assertion that we would hare
flogged England if tbe whole world had
not interfered to take her part, and tbis state¬
ment proves that tbe Chevalier Webb has not
forgotten bis old fighting propensities amid tbe
cares of his diplomatio mission. The hot ma
of Brazil cannot bleach the sanguinary tint
from his mind. His mahogany-stocked pistela
are in as serviceable a condition as ever.

In the concluding portion of his letter tho
Chevalier and Envoy Extraordinary saves Sec¬
retary Seward a vast deal of thinking by teM*
ing him exactly what he ought to say to Brand*
He apologizes for the unauthorized violation
of the neutrality of the Brazilian port*
and offers any reparation within tho
power of this government. This he does as re¬

luctantly as he fought bis dnel with Tom Mar-
shall; but still he does it, and that settles tho
whole difficulty. Secretary Seward has only
to pen a despatch in accordance with the in¬
structions of the Chevalier's lstter, and Uie
affair will be coocluaeo. luawa, we are not
certain that even this will be neoeaaary; for
the Chevalier will probably coaio home imme¬
diately to take Seward's place In tbe Cabinet.
He bas many qualifications for the offloe, as
ibis letter shows, and by tbe middle of next
week we may be prepared to recant-'
mend his appointment. Decidedly he is .
more prompt diplomatiat than Seward;
writea in a more fluent, graceful and
elegant style, and does aot print throe
thousand pages of correspondence per annua.
President Lincoln, whooan comprehends good
joke as well as make one, would be the last te'
objeot to give the Chevalier Webb entire
oharge of tbe State Department. The Cheve-
ller has nraumed tbe dutiea of tbe Secretary
already, and perhaps it would be mueh better
for all coucerncd to bestow an official aanctlon
upon hia assumption. Be that as Jt may, this
unique diplomatic letter will cause an imneoae
sensation abroad; make Queen Victoria, the
Emperor Napoleon, Lord Palmerston and Earl
Russell shake In their abae*, and fully substan¬
tiate tbe claim of the Chevalier Webb to the
title of Envoy Extraordinary. . i

Fr»n»o-Ii»ll«« CoiiTcatlaa->I(a
Bearings from mm Italian r*i»t ot
VUw.
The convention lately concluded between

Napoleon aud Victor Emanuel. may be said to be
the "begiuuing of the end" or that hierarchical
despotism which, under the sovereignty of the
Popes, ha* exercised for ages sucb an enslaving
influence upon Italy. From the moment tliat
document received the signatures of the high
contracting parties, the temporal power of the
Papacy received its death blow. There was
some reason to fear, as indeed was the case at
fir*t. that the trne purport of the treaty would
be misunderstood and its objects defeated
through the hatred of Napoleon, which has
hitherto marked the conduct of Mazsiai
and his follower*. All oaase for appre¬
hension on this score has, as will be
seen from the interesting letter which we pub¬
lish from Tnrin, vanished. The good aense ef
the Italian people has recognized the wisdoa
of n measure which, though it delays for a
short time the realisation of their hopes in re¬

gard to Home, places that city not the less
surely within their grasp, while at tie sate
time it avoids the perila of a straggle whioh
would have ranged on the side of the Pope fte
whole Cathelie feeling of Europe. Our cor-

reepoadent gives just credit to the French Ha>
perer for the origination of the treaty, and ap¬
positely remarks that this work of "the
modern Charlemagne^ la scarcely surpacaa*
In Its Impertaat hearings on the lutortHi
humanity by that of his greet ptedecciuf, by
whom the temporal sovereignty «i the Potftifb
was hallt up. ^
The full foroe of this statement he^ asvrt ta<

be appreciated. It is now upwards off fhisw -

send yean since Charlemagne accomplished j
the pious work wlrtoh at oaee edified the world
nod strengthened the Papacy against external
afldaolts. Up to that time it had maintained
Itself only by its moral influence amid tbf,
shocks of invasion and of revolution whlc'
the smplre had bequeathed to Italym \ l*g<cr-
There la nothing grandor or more i*nposia»r j
In history than the spectacle prevents ! by nbn
feeble and generally ag*d Fenlifts of the «noe

imperial city holding their own amid those
terrible political storm*, and controlling by
t'koir nflld iBfltcnce the fierce and cruel eff
meats wRh which they had to deal. Tn sub¬

duing these *4 IavHNM 9* Witt


